
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Youth Challenge 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Hip-Hop Expressive Arts Experience for Young People with Physical Disabilities 

Your Project Summary: This arts experience is a 10 week program engaging children with physical 

disabilities in activities with local artists to learn about hip-hop culture through urban typography, rap, 

dance, and fashion. Each participant will be paired one-on-one with a trained teen volunteer during 

activities.  The program will culminate in a public showcase in which the participants will demonstrate the 

art, dance, musical compilation, fashion, and understanding of hip-hop culture that they have learned. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application 

that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Samuel Sellers 
(Brooklyn, NY) 

Grace Kewl-Durfey 
(Fort Lauderdale, FL) 

Jared Shenk  
(St. Paul, MN) 

Lindsay So 
(Philadelphia, PA) 

Miguel Rodriguez 
(Boston, MA) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: This is a refreshing project that demonstrates inclusion, diversity, youth development, civic 

leadership, among other things.  I think the public benefit is very clear.  I would have liked to see more 

specifics on the number of participants and attendees.  Thanks for making this project happen, please 

take the time to share this with the arts and cultural sector as well as health and human services because 

I think that this type of programming could be an example for them about ways they could strengthen 

their services. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The proposal meets all criteria for CAC funding. This is a great proposal and program that 

engages children with physical disabilities in activities with local artists in a hip-hop learning experience. 

The activities are well delineated in a weekly fashion and in a detailed manner. The goal set by the program 

is very specific: to provide an outlet for artistic expression for children with physical disabilities. The target 

audience and activities speak for both public value and artistic vibrancy, and therefore, meets all criteria 

for CAC funding. Bravo! 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This application and programming hit all the marks in terms of public benefit, cultural vibrancy 

and relevancy, and organizational capacity. I am struck by the profound opportunities for artistic and 

personal growth for those serviced, the volunteers and the audience. Process and project feel balanced, 

and the scaffolding work done around preparedness and cultural context are on point. This is a strong 

application in support of what sounds like an invaluable effort. Emphatic "yes." 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this applicant meets the funding criteria. This is an innovative proposal to bring a genuine 

understanding and appreciation of hip hop with artistry and a performance to younger folks living with 

disabilities. People living with differing abilities, and especially younger adults and children in this 

community, often are not engaged in performance art projects. I like that your motivation for this project 

came directly from feedback from your current community. This shows how grounded in community your 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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work is, and how much organizational capacity you have to carry out this project. This proposal will bring 

great public benefit to the community. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The applicant meets the funding criteria. The project is due to a a request from YC teen 

participants and volunteers to explore hip-hop, and developed into a full project after the successful pilot 

project. This demonstrates a knowledge of and working with the community. Additionally, it is free and 

accessible to the community. The response to question #1 gives a clear plan and timeline, including 

qualified professionals. The applicant includes information about making changes as needed, which is an 

indicator of reflection and improvement. Does the applicant have a history of this and has this been used 

in the past? Elaboration on the showcase would have been helpful, as well as a greater assurance that the 

applicant would be able to meet their match. But they meet the public benefit criteria. 

 

 

 

Panelist 5 


